Paulie will be back

@ dailyherald.com

Scot Gregor
says — Sports

E=DuPage County

Daily Herald

Thursday, September 26, 2013

But not as Kindle

a White Sox comes

player, with
24/7

Big Picture ® Local Focus

The Fire HDX

help — Business

$1.00

PADDOCK PUBLICATIONS e 141STYEAR e

NO. 347

MARK BLACK/mblack@dailyherald.com
Investigators examine the site of a plane crash Wednesday

in the parking lot of a Chase bank on Weber Road near Clow
International Airport in Bolingbrook.

By JEssicA CILELLA
AND ROBERT SANCHEZ
jeilella@dailyherald.com
rsanchez@dailyherald.com

One person is dead and
another hospitalized after a
small plane crashed Wednes-
day afternoon into a bank
parking lot near Clow Airport
in Bolingbrook, according to
Bolingbrook police.

Lt. Michael Rompa said in

an email the crash occurred
around 5:15 p.m. at 262 S.
Weber Road near a Chase
bank. During a brief news
conference, he said the plane
crashed into a tree, a light
pole and several vehicles near
the bank, near the corner of
Weber Road and Lily Cache
Lane.

treatment.

Rompa said the two vic-
tims are a middle-aged cou-
ple, including a man who was
taken to Adventist Boling-
brook Hospital and then taken
to Loyola University Medical
Center in Maywood for burn

Fiery, deadly plane crash

One in small aircraft doesn’t survive; other in hospital

Video from the news conference and the scene, plus
eyewitness accounts, at dailyherald.com/more.
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Losing
friend
in mall
attack

Bartlett native’s Kenya
roommale was killed

By BURT CONSTABLE
beonstable@dailyherald.com

Looking forward to a barbe-
cue later that day with her old
roommates and other friends
in Nairobi, Bartlett native Toni
Maraviglia sent out a warning
as soon as she heard about the
terror attack at the Westgate
Mall  where
they shop for
groceries.

“Every-
one in Nai-
robi — STAY
AWAY  from
Westgate! Al-
Shabaab. Gre-

Toni
- nades + lots
Maraviglia of  shooting.
Is  everyone
ok?” Maravi-

glia posted on
Facebook Sat-
urday as news
of the terrorist
attack broke.
In a personal

Ravi aside, ) she

Ramrattan ~ added, “Fam-

ily — don't

Howmalls  panic. I am far

around the ~ away from any
worldare  danger.

adjusting Her  good

security friend and for-

mer room-

—Page8 mate Ravin-

dra Ramrattan

was at the mall with his girl-

friend to buy groceries for the

barbecue. They divvied up the
list to save time.

“He was going to get the

meat and she was going to get

See LOSING on PAGE 8

What

will city
do with
mixed
martial
arts? page 3

long time,” Cook said of the friendship.

Suburban centenarians

[riends since furst grade

By MELISSA
SILVERBERG
msilverberg@dailyherald.com

Not many people reach their
100th birthday, and even fewer
get to do it with their best friend
by their side.

But when Irene Cook and
Alice Jensen joke and eat lunch
together, reminiscing about their
days jumping rope or playing
cards after school, it's easy to see
how the pair have stayed friends
for almost a century. And with
Jensen’s partial hearing loss and
Cook’s difficulty seeing, together

Watch the video

Friends for 95 years:

The pair talk about
what it means to them, at
dailyherald.com/more.

the two form a perfect pair, family

members joke.

Both born in 1913, Jensen and
Cook grew up one street apart in
the same Chicago neighborhood
and met during first grade at St.
Gregory’s Catholic School. Jensen
would stop by Cook’s house every
morning on the way to school and
wait for her to come outside.

PHOTOS BY BOB CHWEDYK/bchwedykd
Alice Jensen of Arlington Heights, left, and Irene Cook of Addison met in the first grade 95 years ago and
have been best friends ever since. They both turned 100 years old this summer. “When you think of it, it’s a

yherald.com

“I didn’t want to go in because
there were so many kids in there,”
she recalls in reference to Cook’s
family of 18 siblings.

The two were part of a group
of six girls who were friends from
childhood throughout their lives,
but Jensen and Cook are the only

See FRIENDS on PAGE 6

Dist. 204
hires firm

to find

leader

By MARIE WILSON
muwilson@dailyherald.com

Indian Prairie Unit District 204 has chosen
an Iowa-based firm with a local flair to conduct
a national search for the 29,000-student dis-
trict’s next superintendent.

Ray and Associates Inc., of Cedar Rapids, will
consult with the school board until the next
top administrator is chosen, board President
Lori Price said. Although the firm’s headquar-
tersisn’t local, several of its consultants are, she
said.

“Four out of five of the people we will be
working with are actually in Illinois, from Illi-
nois, so they know this area very well,” Price
said. “This board was very comfortable moving
forward with that group.”

Ray and Associates will be paid a base fee
of $25,000 for services including developing a
candidate profile and a search timeline; sug-
gesting a salary and benefits package; adver-
tising the position and recruiting candidates;
checking references and qualifications; and
arranging interviews. According to a contract
approved unanimously Monday night, the
company also could be eligible for an addi-
tional $4,700 for travel, phone minutes, copies,
postage and shipping.

The new superintendent, whom the board
expects to hire by February or March, will
begin working for the district that serves stu-
dents from portions of Naperville, Aurora,
Bolingbrook and Plainfield when Superin-
tendent Kathy Birkett retires at the end of this
school year.

Price said Wednesday the board is grate-
ful Birkett announced her retirement in July,
allowing about a year to find her successor.

“We have time on our side, and we will use
that time to conduct a thorough search and
find a candidate suitable to the needs of this
district,” Price said Wednesday.

If the board is dissatisfied or the new super-
intendent resigns within two years of begin-
ning work, Ray and Associates will conduct
another search for free, Price said.

Board members will begin establishing a
timeline for the search during a two-part board
retreat scheduled for 5 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m.
Saturday at the Naperville Development Part-
nership office, 22 E. Chicago Ave., Naperville.

Teen enjoys brush with fame on ‘El Factor X’

-

FERRARIN-POHL

SUBURBAN STANDOUTS

Brisila Barros’
enough of the YouTube videos.

Huddled around the tablet com-
puter in the family room of their Round
Lake Beach townhouse, they comb
through more than a dozen perfor-
mances that have been posted. They
laugh, point out details they hadn’t
noticed before and shake their heads,
still dumbfounded at Brisila’s turn in
the limelight.

Not that the Round Lake High School
sophomore isn’'t brimming with talent.

family can't get

But they never imagined Brisila’s

audition just a few months ago would

lead to a brush with stardom over the
summer as one of the finalists on “El
Factor X,” a Spanish-language version
of Simon Cowell’s franchise of TV sing-
ing competitions.

“T still can’t believe it all happened
sometimes,” Brisila, 15, said. “I felt so
special, like T wasn’'t even from this
world. The whole thing is so humbling.”

See STANDOUT on PAGE 5

Singer Brisila
Barros, 15, of
Round Lake
Beach fin-
ished fourth
in “El Factor
X,” a Span-
ish-language
version of Si-
mon GCowell’s
“X Factor”
franchise.
Brisila hopes
to eventually
take her sing-
ing talents on
| tour.

Weather

Amazing

73, light breeze.
See the back of Business.
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A representative from the
Will County coroner’s office
declared the woman dead at
6:45 p.m. An autopsy will be
conducted this morning. No
names were released Wednes-
day night.

“The pilot was trying to land
at Clow International Airport,”
Rompa said, adding that the
plane is unrecognizable. “At
this time of day, during rush
hour, we're very fortunate
there wasn't a large amount of
casualties or injuries.”

The  Federal Aviation
Administration said the sin-
gle-engine plane originated
from Scott County Marshall
Field in Georgetown, Ky., and
had two passengers on board.

Witnesses said they saw
flames and heard small explo-
sions when the plane crashed.

Connor Hale was stopped
at a red light on Weber Road
while driving home from
Bolingbrook High School
when he saw the plane travel-
ing east.

“Things fly overhead above
my neighborhood all the time.
But at that low altitude I knew
something was wrong, and the
way it was wobbling, it was
crazy,” he said.

Hale said he wasn’t sure if
the plane was going to crash,
but if it did, he was hoping it
would land in a field near the
bank. He said the plane cir-
cled around and started head-
ing west, toward the airfield,
when it hit something and
nose-dived.

“Right when it crashed there
was a whole bunch of flames
and black smoke,” he said.

George Steimer, owner of
WineStyles, a store in a strip
mall across the street from the
bank, said he heard the sound
of a struggling engine. “You
knew something was wrong
somewhere,” he said.

MARK BLACK/mblack@dailyherald.com
A white sheet covers part of what remains of a small plane that crashed Wednesday in the park-
ing lot of a Chase bank on Weber Road near the Clow International Airport in Bolingbrook.

Crash: Man called for others
to help his wife, witness says

Then he saw the plane com-
ing down fast and hit a light
pole in the bank parking lot.

“When it was coming in, the
wing hit the pole and then the
plane tilted and just crashed,”
he said.

Steimer said after the crash
he saw a person come out of
the plane engulfed in flames
with their arms in the air.

“It was horrendous,” he
said.

Mike Grohar, manager at
Andy’s Frozen Custard just
north of the crash site, said he
didn’t hear anything when the
plane crashed. He was taking
orders when a co-worker said
aman outside was on fire.

A

COURTESY OF JEFF OSBORN VIA ABC 7 CHICAGO
A small plane burst into flames Wednesday after crashing into
a bank parking lot in Bolingbrook.

Grohar rushed out to help
but two other people had
already put the fire out. While
he was on the ground, the
injured man started asking
about his wife.

“He just kept asking us to
get his wife out of the plane,”
Grohar said. “I got as close as I
could. The plane was engulfed
in flames. I couldn’t get any
closer than where we were.”

The cause of the crash is
still unknown and emergency
personnel were on the scene
Wednesday night. The Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
said a full investigation will
take several months to a year
to complete.

Friends: One went back to school for diploma

Continued from Page 1

ones left.

“When you're from the
same neighborhood, you stick
close together,” said Cook,
who now lives with her grand-
daughter in Addison.

The girls would take the
streetcar around Chicago and
spend seven cents on a movie
on the weekends. They grew
up without microwave ovens,
vacuums, dishwashers or tele-
vision. Chickens ran around
in their backyards. By the time
she was 11, Cook was walk-
ing down to the Piggly Wiggly
store by herself to buy food for
the family.

“Things were so different,”
she said.

Before Jensen could go out
to play she had to peel pota-
toes for her family every night.

“I've never seen anyone
peel potatoes as fast as her,”
Cookremembered.

The two have outlived
their husbands, siblings and
friends, but they still have one
another. The secret to a friend-
ship that has lasted nearly a
century is simple, they said.

“I always look for the better
side of people. I don’t look for
faults — that's what we built
our friendship on,” said Jen-
sen who lives at Luther Village
in Arlington Heights.

“We just liked each other.
We got along,” Cook said.

When asked what they
like best about each other,
Irene  joked, “Nothing.”

“That I could tell her of,” Alice
responds. The two laugh.

More seriously, though, “I
never gave that a thought, just
that she’s a good friend,” Cook
said.

While friendship came eas-
ily, life over the past 100 years
has brought its struggles for
the two.

The Great Depression hit
while the girls were teenag-
ers and both had to drop out
of high school to go to work
and help their families. They
worked together at the orig-
inal Illinois Bell Co., sitting
next to one another and con-
necting calls.

Though both were soon
married and starting their own
families, they still made time
for dinner and card nights.

“No one had a lot of money.
Everyone was in the same
boat,” Cook said. “We didn’t
have much, but we had
friendship.”

The two kept their friend-
ship going as their children
grew and both took retirement
in Florida. When Cook’s hus-
band passed away, Jensen and
her husband would take her to
dinner to cheer her up.

When the two moved back
to Illinois in the 1980s and
1990s, their friendship fell
back into place through long
phone conversations at least
once a week.

Jensen went back to get
her high school diploma
from Arlington High School
in the 1980s with her biggest

cheerleader, Cook, support-
ing her.

“There isn’'t anything she
couldn’t do,” Cook said.

Asked if they've had any big
fights over the years, Jensen
said she couldn’t remember
any.
“I'm sure there were some
disagreements at some point,”
Cook said.

“Maybe we'll argue now,”
Jensen bantered back.

But a fight doesn’t look
likely as the women hold
hands and talk about their
lives. They laugh about Cook’s
granddaughter’s bright green
nail polish.

“Can you believe that
color?” Cook said, shaking her
head.

A shared sense of humor
has gone a long way in main-
taining their bond, they said.

The two attended each oth-
er's 100th birthday parties
over the summer surrounded
by family members. Neither
feels her age.

“When we start thinking
about how old we are, we're
really lucky to have lived this
long and been friends this
long,” Cook said. “When you
think of it, it's a long time.”

“I'm working on 200,” Jen-
sen joked.

She remembers a quote she
heard years ago that applies to
her and Cook now and in the
future.

“If in heaven we don’t meet,
we'll stand hand in hand in
the flames.”
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