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Citing parking concerns and a desire for
retail, Des Plaines aldermenhave unanimously
rejected plans for a 62-unit townhouse devel-
opment near downtown.
Lexington Homes proposed developing

three acres at 783-841 Lee St. on a site that
includes the Good News Christian Center, a
strip mall and the now-vacant Casa Royale
Banquets.
The developer sought a zoning change from

central business district commercial use to res-
idential.Thecity’s comprehensive plan calls for
high-density mixed-use development on the
site.
“This is a bad project, shouldn’t be built,

(and) doesn’t belong downtown,” 5th Ward
Alderman Jim Brookman said at a council
meeting Tuesday. “I don’t know how it got this
far.
“If we approve this, I think we’re making

a long-term, permanent decision based on
short-term concerns over some vacant store-
fronts and an economic downturn,” he said.
“Those things are not permanent. This project,
if built, is permanent.”
The proposed development, called Lexing-

ton Pointe, would have included four rows of
townhouse buildings: one fronting Lee Street,
one fronting Center Street, and two rows in
between. Prices for the 2- and 3-bedroom
homeswere estimated to start at $300,000.
A number of aldermen raised concerns that

the development would have only 10 surface
parking spots. Each home would have had an

City says
no to 62
homes
Des Plaines aldermen reject

downtown townhouse plan

See Reject on Page 4
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Chase Ewoldt, 5, of Wheaton was recently chosen to be one of five national ambassadors for the St. Bal-
drick’s Foundation. He was diagnosed with a rare brain and spinal cancer at age of 2.

By Erin Hegarty
and Mike Riopell
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U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk, a
Highland Park Republican,
said he expects the Senate
to move forward with a pro-
posal increasing sanctions on

Iran despite President Barack
Obama’s threat in Tuesday’s
State of the Union address to
veto it.
Obama said in the speech

his administration has “halted
the progress of its nuclear pro-
gram and reduced its stock-
pile of nuclearmaterial.”
The president says he will

veto anything passed by Con-
gress that would impose more
stringent penalties on Iran’s
attempt to increase its nuclear
stockpile. New penalties “will
all but guarantee that diplo-
macy fails, alienating Amer-
ica from its allies, making it
harder to maintain sanctions,
and ensuring that Iran starts

up its nuclear program again,”
Obama said.
Kirk is the lead senator on a

proposal that would increase
sanctions on Iran should talks
with the U.S. miss a summer
deadline to cut a deal on the
country’s nuclear future.

Obama veto threat targets kirk’s Iran plan

President
Obama

Mark
Kirk
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• BOEHNER DEFIES OBAMA:
Speaker invites Netanyahu to
push for new sanctions.

• CAPTIVE LEADER: Shiite
rebels holding Yemen president
reach deal to end standoff.

How O’Hare took
back the title of
busiest U.S. airport
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By Doug T. Graham
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A suburban youth football
organization was placed on a
two-year probation this week
by its governing body after five
players on a 6- to 8-year-old
team were found to be older
than their paperwork stated.
The entire roster of teams in

the Buffalo Grove Bills Youth
Football organization were
sanctioned Tuesday by their
parent league, The Chicago-
land Youth Football League,
or TCYFL.
But Geoff Meyer, the league

president and co-founder,
said after a thorough multi-
week investigation, the league
found no evidence that the
errors were anything more
thanmistakes.
“One of the things we

looked for was, is there any
proof or anything that shows
us there was intent,” Meyers
said. “Thatwe could not find.”
A league investigation

found that over the last two
years, five players’ birth cer-
tificates indicated they were 9
years old, but the paperwork
provided by the Buffalo Grove
Bills to the league said they
were 8.
Joey Weber, the president

of the Buffalo Grove Bills, said
Wednesday that some cleri-
cal errors were made by par-
ents registering their children
and some were made by the
organization, specifically by
parent-volunteers submitting
paperwork to the league.
Weber, however, said his

organization accepts the
league’s sanctions.
“We made a mistake, we

got our punishment and we
are fine with that,” Weber
said Wednesday. “Our inter-
nal findings support the TCY-
FL’s judgment of no deliber-
ate wrongdoing and we have
added several remedies for
future cross-checking.”
League officials acknowl-

edge the mistakes were not
deliberate but said having
older children on younger
teams can compromise player
safety and result in injuries.
The two-year probation

means that if Buffalo Grove
violates league rules again
during that time, they can be
hit with even tougher sanc-
tions, up to and including

Mistakes
lead to
youth
football
sanctions
Buffalo Grove Bills

put on probation for

incorrect player ages

See Plan on Page 5
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A few years ago, Bob and Ellie
Ewoldt were much like the rest of
us, in that they didn’t knowmuch
about childhood cancer.
“I’m ashamed to say we were

definitely part of that,” Ellie says.
“We would weep over a St. Jude’s

commercial over the holidays and
just have no idea how prevalent,
how scary andhow little there is to
combat it at this point in time.”
But then, it struck home.
In July 2012, their third child,

Chase, was diagnosed with a rare,
aggressive brain and spinal can-
cer at age 2 — a disease experts
say is found in only about 100 to

200 new patients each year in the
U.S.
For the next 14 months, the

Wheaton family watched Chase
endure grueling cancer therapy
every two to three weeks. He was
hospitalized more often than not.
His chances for survival were

A little boy with
big responsibility

Wheaton 5-year-old chosen to show child cancer difficulties

Longtime
Daily Herald
sports writer
and columnist
Mike Spellman,
who covered
golf, horse
racing, base-
ball, football
and, most
recently, the
Blackhawks,
died Tuesday
of an apparent
heart attack.

J O e l e w n a r d /
jlewnard@
dailyherald.com

Mike Spellman • 1964-2015

By Jake Griffin
jgriffin@dailyherald.com

Anyone who ever met him has a Mike
Spellman story.
There are the Christmas cards with

his face expertly Photoshopped onto an
Irish dancer’s body. There was the time
he stood up for a fellow reporter who
was being chastised for “interrupting”
another reporter’s conversation with

Scottie Pippen. There’s also the time he
thought he was having a lengthy conver-
sation with a stranger only to discover
the stranger was talking on a Bluetooth
device to someone else. And so on.
Using his affable, irreverent and glee-

fully self-deprecating wit, Spellman was
able to disarm the biggest of the sports
world’s big cheeses as well as any irate

Versatile writer lit up the press box
In Sports
•Mike Imrem: All of us
blessed to know him have
a big hole in our hearts.

• Barry Rozner:We’ve
been cheated of a friend
who gave us a lot, profes-
sionally and personally.

See SPellman on Page 11See PRobatIon on Page 6

See canceR on Page 5
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estimated at about 20 percent.
“Many of the awful, awful

drugs Chase had were adult
drugs that they’re experi-
menting with in pediatric
doses,” Ellie said. “There are
quite a few pediatric can-
cer treatments where the
side effects border on bar-
baric because there are not
advances in this area.”
Luckily, the only two treat-

ments known to cure Chase’s
cancer worked. In August
2013, there was no evidence
of the disease.
“That was just a huge

relief,” Bob said.
Now, as they try to find

their new normal, the fam-
ily of six is working to edu-
cate others about pediatric
cancer and the need for more
research.
This month, they were

presented with the perfect
opportunity to do just that.
Chase was named one of five
ambassadors nationwide for
the St. Baldrick’s Foundation,
a group best known for get-
ting volunteers to shave their
heads as part of the serious
business of raising funds to
focus strictly on research for
cures for childhood cancer.
“Our goal is to be able

to share Chase’s story and
encourage where we can, and
then step in kind of wher-
ever they need us to,” Ellie
said. “That was inmy heart all
along — even before St. Bal-
drick’s — to use our story to
encourage other people.”

‘Love for life’

One in five children diag-
nosed with cancer in the U.S.

will not survive. Additionally,
more than 80 percent of sur-
vivors will suffer from severe
or life-threatening conditions
from the cancer treatment.
For instance, Chase devel-

oped sores down his throat
and into his stomach from
the treatments, which pre-
vented him from eating solid
foods for about 16months.
Doctors also say Chase’s

spine will never fully develop
due to the radiation treat-
ments, and that will give him
the appearance of having
abnormally long arms and
legs.
“To a certain extent we’ll

never know what damage the
tumor caused, what damage
treatment caused, and radi-
ation came at a neurological
price as well,” Ellie said. “We
found we were often in these
situations where treatment
might kill him, but the cancer
surely will.”
On one of the rough-

est days, Ellie recalls walk-
ing from the Ann & Robert
H. Lurie Children’s Hospital
of Chicago to Lake Michigan
and taking a moment to read
from the book of Psalms.
“I just remember feeling so

weighed down,” she said. “I
remember praying and ask-
ing God if I was going to need
to let go ofmy son and to help
me do that if it comes to that.”
Life is a lot different now.
On a recent afternoon,

Chase and his brothers keep
talking over each other, trying
to get Mom’s attention. One
minute they’re seated at the
kitchen table, coloring pic-
tures with crayons. The next
moment they’re running after
each other and shrieking.
There’s laughter as they

make silly faces at each other,
then short bursts of tears over
who gets to play with a favor-
ite toy.
It’s chaotic, but to Ellie and

Bob it’s perfect — especially
because Chase is right in the
middle of it all, keeping up
with his brothers and enjoy-
ing everyminute with them.
“He has this love for life

that the cancer didn’t change
for him,” Ellie said.

Need for funding

The Ewoldts’ involvement
with St. Baldrick’s is very
personal.
Shortly after Chase was

diagnosed with cancer, his
pediatric neuro oncolo-
gist, Dr. Rishi Lulla, received
nearly $100,000 from the
foundation to research pedi-
atric brain tumors.
Blood, urine and spinal

fluid samples from Chase’s
routine tests have been used
in Lulla’s study, which is

examining biomarkers in
pediatric patients with brain
and spinal cord tumors.
Such work, Lulla said,

“could not be done without
their support. We really rely
on organizations like St. Bal-
drick’s and others to help us
do this.”
According to the St. Bal-

drick’s Foundation, child-
hood cancer research fund-
ing accounts for less than 4
percent of all cancer research
funding provided by the fed-
eral government.
Last year, the foundation

donated more than $27 mil-
lion to research. Since its
inception in 2005, the foun-
dation has provided $100
million in childhood cancer
research grants.
While many other cancer

organizations fund patient
support groups, transporta-
tion to treatment, places for
families to stay during hos-
pital visits and programs
to help patients look and

feel better, St. Baldrick’s is
focused solely on childhood
cancer research.
“They’re putting money

into the hands of doctors,”
Ellie said. “That directness is
of great importance.”
Lulla said in the last 20

years there have been “rel-
atively few” drugs designed
specifically for pediatric can-
cer, partly because there is
reluctance to develop expen-
sive new drugs that would
help only a small percentage
of the population.
Still, Lulla said he is opti-

mistic because doctors’
understanding of pediat-
ric tumors is increasing, and
he hopes as they learn more
they’ll be able to partner with
drug companiesmore.

‘Moment by moment’

St. Baldrick’s gets a lot of
publicity about its head-shav-
ing events, but the Ewoldts
want people to know there
are plenty of other ways to
raisemoney.
“I’ve actually talked with

people before who said, ‘Oh,
I could never be involved in
that because I really don’t
want to shave my head,’”
Ellie said. “You don’t have to
shave your head in order to
be involved in this.”
Still, the Ewoldts hope to

take Chase to some local
head-shaving events this year
so he can put a face to the
cause.
“When people see Chase,

can even touch his head and
hear his stories, hopefully
that will make it very real to
them, what they’re doing,”
Ellie said.
“Research can sound very

clinical, and it can just be very
out there and appear very
cold, but we can put flesh and
blood to the research with
someone like Chase,” she
added.
Lulla said Chase was a

great fit to be a St. Baldrick’s
ambassador.
“He’s such a charismatic

person, it’s hard to not be
interested in him,” Lulla said.
In the last three years, Lulla

said he saw Chase through “a
lot of ups and a lot of really,
really bad downs,” but even
in the intensive care unit he
managed to crack a bit of a
smile.
“He actually is the one who

keeps it light for everyone,”
Lulla said.
Despite the good news

of August 2013, Chase may
not be completely out of the
woods. Some of his latest
MRI results showed several
growths forming slowly in
the original tumor bed in his
brain.
“We walk into every MRI

wondering, ‘Is this the
moment that we’re going to
have to restart treatment?’ or
‘Are there even treatments
that can be used?’” Ellie said.
“There’s a large question
mark in front of us.”
For now, however, the

family is living “moment by
moment” and thinking about
what they can do to advance
awareness for childhood can-
cer research in the next year.
Chase just keeps smiling.
“I’m a survivor,” he says

from hismom’s lap.
Ellie nods in agreement.
“He’s in great shape,” she

said. “We’re just blessed in
our today, and that’s all we
have.”

Cancer: 5-year-old ‘the one who keeps it light’
Continued from Page 1

“In the next few weeks,
I believe we will pass the

bipartisan Kirk-Menendez bill
to give our children an insur-
ance policy against a nuclear
war in the Middle East,” Kirk
said in a statement.

Rather than impose new
sanctions, Obama said he
hopes negotiating a compre-
hensive agreement with Iran
will put a halt to their nuclear

weapons production while
also maintaining a good
relationship with our allies,
including Israel, and avoiding
conflicts in theMiddle East.

Kirk argues talks could
fail, so sanctions should be
put in place in the event that
happens.
“I think he should have

the strength of character to
say that we should have new
sanctions on Iran should the
talks fail,” Kirk said of Obama
Monday.

Plan: Kirk argues sanctions needed should talks with Iran fail
Continued from Page 1
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Watch the video: “I’m a survivor,” says Chase
Ewoldt, 5, of Wheaton with his mom, Ellie. Together they

explain his ambassadorship at dailyherald.com/more.

IMPORTANT SPECIAL FINANCING/DEFERRED INTEREST DETAILS (when offered): Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the promotional period or if you make a late payment. Minimum
payments required. With credit approval, for qualifying purchases made on a Sears card (Sears Commercial One® accounts excluded) Sears Home Improvement AccountSM valid on installed sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing; is
subject to change without notice; see store for details. May not be combined with any other promotional offer. Sears cards: As of 10/2/2014, APR for purchases: VARIABLE 7.24%-27.24% or NON-VARIABLE 14.00%-29.99%.MINIMUM INTEREST CHARGE: UP TO $2.
See card agreement for details, including the APRs and fees applicable to you. Sears cards are issued by Citibank, N.A. APPLIANCE OFFER: (1) Advertised savings are valid in-store only and range from 5%-30%. (2) Advertised savings are valid in-store only and range
from 5%-10%. (1,2,3) Bosch®,Whirlpool®, KitchenAid®, Maytag®, Amana®, LG® and Samsung® appliances limited to 10% off. Offers exclude Hot Buys, Super Hot Buys, Special Purchases, Jenn-Air®, Dacor, GE®, GE Profile™, GE Café™, air conditioners, water
heaters, water softeners, dehumidifiers, closeouts and Everyday Great Price items. Offers good thru 1/24/15. (3) Cannot be combined with other Sears card discounts. Excludes Sears Commercial One® accounts and Outlet Stores. Sears Home Improvement AccountSM
applies on installed merchandise only. (4) Offer applies to appliances over $499 after discounts and coupons when you use a qualifying Sears card. See above for Important Special Financing/Deferred Interest Details. Excludes Outlet Stores. Offer good thru 1/24/15.

Home Appliance Showrooms
South Elgin IL. 203 Randall Rd. 847-488-9560

St. Charles IL. 2716E Main Street. 630-377-0088
North Aurora IL. 106 Hansen Blvd. 630-907-6120
Oswego IL. 1758 Douglas Rd. 630-554-7010

Appliance and Hardware Stores
Lake Zurich IL. 832 S. Rand Rd. 847-550-8938

Downers Grove IL. 925 Ogden Ave. 630-241-4545
Locally owned and operated by

The Gilbert Brothers

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED By: The Gilbert Brothers

UP
TO30%

OFF
KENMORE® APPLIANCES1 NOW THRU SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH, 2015

UP
TO10%

OFF
APPLIANCE BRANDS2

ALL OTHER

NOW THRU SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH, 2015

UP
TO20%SAVE

ON ALL
CRAFTSMAN®

TOOLS OVER $50
OFF ADVERTISED SAVINGS
ARE VALID IN-STORE ONLY
AND RANGE FROM 5%-20%.

UP
TO30%

OFF
KENMORE® APPLIANCES1

UP
TO10%

OFF
APPLIANCE BRANDS2

ALL OTHER
5%

OFF
APPLIANCE BRANDS2

WITH YOUR SEARS CARD

2424 MONTHS
SPECIAL FINANCING4

FREE DELIVERY**

ON ALL APPLIANCES OVER $499
WITH A QUALIFYING SEARS CARD

ON ALL APPLIANCES OVER $499 WITH A QUALIFYING SEARS CARD

(1) Advertised savings are valid in-store only and range from 5%-30%. (2) Advertised savings are valid in-store only and range from 5%-10%. (1,2,3) Exclusions apply. See below for details. Offers good thru 1/24/15.
(4) See below for offer details and Important Special Financing/Deferred Interest Details. Offer good thru 1/24/15. On all appliances: Colors, connectors, ice maker hook-up and installation extra. †Total capacity.

*Among leading brand top load high efficiency washers with wash plates greater 4.0 cu. ft. and less than 4.7 cu. ft. as measured by DOE standards based on an 8 lb. load.

**In participating stores. Local curbside delivery. Additional fees may apply. See store for details.

EXTRA

PLUSPLUS OROR

OROR
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Craftsman
230-pc. mechanic’s
tool set with case
00950230

$9999
SALE

$19999
SALE

Craftsman
230-pc. mechanic’s
tool set with case
00950230

SAVE $40
SAVE $250

SAVE $30
SAVE $800

Craftsman C3®

19.2-volt lithium-ion
3/8-in. drill/driver
kit 00945200

a. Craftsman®

13-drawer heavy-duty ball
bearing tool storage combo
00937710/11/3771
Also available in black (00937984/2/3)

$5999
SALE

$39997

$10999
SALE $79998

Craftsman C3
19.2-volt lithium
drill/impact
driver combo
00955233

b.Craftsman
40-in. 19-drawer premium heavy-duty
ball bearing tool storage combo
00958623/4

50%50%
OFFOFF

50%50%
OFFOFF

b

WHEN YOU BUY
ALL THREE

WHEN YOU BUY BOTH
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Dishwasher with

Sani-Rinse™ option
02215112

Reg. 399.99

SAVE $500
$79999
Dishwasher with

stainless steel tub
02212773

Reg. 1299.99

SAVE $700 ON THE PAIR

hardware
exclusive

$59999
EA.

4.5 cu. ft. capacity
top load high efficiency
washer 02628102
Reg. 949.99 ea.

7.6 cu. ft. capacity
electric dryer 02668102
Gas dryer priced higher. Only
available at Sears Appliance
& Hardware Stores.
*See above for details.

50%OFF
save $20,
sale 19.99
Ultra Plus™
175-load liquid
detergent 0321123

12¢
per
load

36%36%
OFFOFFNO ONE IN ITS CLASS

CLEANS BETTER

4.54.5
cubic feetcubic feet

30%30%
OFFOFF

38%38%
OFFOFF

34%34%
OFFOFF

hardware
exclusive

27

Sears Appliance

27-cu. ft.† french door
refrigerator with LED lighting
and air filter 04670343
Reg. 2374.99 Only available at
Sears Appliance & Hardware Stores.

27-cu27-cu27-cu27-cu27-cu ft.ft.ft.. ft.. ft.† f† fren† frenchchch dooch door

$154999
SAVE $825

SAVE $200

hardware
exclusive

30%30%
OFF, EAOFF, EA

c
d

$44999
EA.

yourchoice

yourchoice

c. 14-cu. ft. upright freezer
04622442 Reg. 649.99 ea. Contents not included.
Only available at Sears Appliance & Hardware Stores.

d. 16-cu. ft. chest freezer
04612512 Contents not included.

Sears Home Appliance Showrooms may be independently operated by authorized franchisees of Sears Home Appliance Showrooms, LLC or by authorized dealers of Sears Authorized Hometown Stores, LLC. The SEARS mark is a service mark of Sears Brands, LLC.

SAVE $825
$154999
a. 27-cu. ft.† french door refrigerator with

LED lighting and air filter 04670343 Reg.
2374.99 Only available at Sears Home

Appliance Showroom Stores.

SAVE $302
$119799
b. 26-cu. ft.† side-by-side refriger-
ator with LED lighting 04634713/
FGHS2655PF Reg. 1499.99

SAVE $140
$44999

c. 18-cu. ft.† refrigerator 04660412
Reg. 589.99 Only available at Sears
Home Appliance Showroom Stores.

$67999
EA.

$59999
EA. $44999

EA.
$39999

EA.
4.3 cu. ft. capacity
front load washer
02641162
Reg. 939.99 ea.

4.5 cu. ft. capacity top
load high efficiency washer
02628102
Reg. 949.99 ea.

4.3 cu. ft. high
efficiency washer
02625132 Reg. 719.99 ea.

3.8 cu. ft. capacity top
load high efficiency washer
02625102
Reg. 719.99 ea.

7.3 cu. ft.
capacity electric
dryer 02681182 Gas
dryer priced higher.
Optional pedestals
sold separately.

7.6 cu. ft. capacity
electric dryer 02668102
Gas dryer priced
higher. Only available at
Sears Home Appliance
Showroom Stores. *See
below for details.

7.0 cu. ft. capac-
ity electric dryer
02665132 Gas dryer
priced higher.

7.0 cu. ft. capacity electric
dryer 02665102 Gas dryer
priced higher. Only available
at Sears Home Appliance
Showroom Stores. Addi-
tional discounts and offers
do not apply.
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and installation extra. †Total capacity. *Among leading brand top load high efficiency washers with wash plates greater 4.0 cu. ft. and less than 4.7 cu. ft. as measured by DOE standards based on an 8 lb. load.
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$

SAVE $520
ON THE PAIR

SAVE $540
ON THE PAIR

$$

SAVE $700
ON THE PAIR

$

SAVE $640
ON THE PAIR
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WASH BASKET

hothot
buybuy
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CLEANS BETTER

30

27 18

showroom
exclusive

showroom
exclusive

showroom exclusive 36%36%
OFFOFF

5.25.2
cubic feetcubic feet

STEAM
STEAM

$89999
EA.

5.2 cu. ft. capacity top load high efficiency steam washer 02631623 Reg. 1409.99 ea.
7.3 cu. ft. capacity electric steam dryer 02661623 Gas dryer priced higher. Only
available at Sears Home Appliance Showroom Stores.

$

SAVE $1020
ON THE PAIR

New simple
select
dispenser
Two
Slide Away
Shelves (24”)
AirTight
Crisper Bin

Tilt-N-Take
Freezer
Door

SAVE $1200

30-cu. ft.† capacity
refrigerator 04674023
Reg. 3899.99

$269999

34%34%
OFFOFF

20%20%
OFFOFF

30%30%
OFFOFF

50%50%
OFFOFF
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